MISS  JULIA  JENKINS. 


In  the  famous  golden  city  that  o’erlooks  the  western  ocean, 

Where  tho.se  monarchs,  Wealth  and  Fashion,  exert  their  sovereign 
sway. 

Dwells  a lady  of  wondrous  beauty,  who  excites  profound  devotion 
In  the  hearts  of  all  the  bachelors,  alike  the  giave  and  gay. 

Her  cheeks  are  like  the  roses  that  unfold  their  leaves  each  mornin<!, 
To  greet  with  smiling  welcome  the  life  imparting  sun  ; 

And  nature’s  fine  art  penciling,  her  classic  brow  adorning, 

Impart  a power  to  her  eyes  to  melt  a heart  of  stone. 

Her  head,  a fiUiug  model  ot  grace  and  queen-like  carriage, 

Di.splays  luxuriant  ringlets  of  waving  glossy  hair; 

The  whiteness  of  her  neck  no  vain  critic  can  di.sparage  ; 

Her  hands  are  plump  and  dimpled,  charming,  solt  and  fair. 

What  causes  so  much  loveliness,  her  neighbours  ofteu  wonder. 

Where  one  wlio  was  so  jdain  before  derives  such  beauty  from  ; 

They  may  dispel  their  doubts,  for  the  mystery  Indds  no  longer — 

Mi.ss  Julia’s  daily  toilet  Wash  is  1’ckh  Nkw  Faglanii  Rl'm. 


lyj^Ilo  you  want  a good  head  of  liair?  Then  wa.sh  it  with  Pure  New 
England  Kura. 

Do  you  want  a brilliant  complexion  f Then  wash  your  face  | 
with  I’ure  New  F.ngland  Kum. 

Do  you  want  to  eradicate  eruptions  and  freckles  f Then  wash 
with  Pure  New  England  Kum. 

HCg~  Do  you  want  to  pre.serve  a youthful  appearance?  Then  saturate 
a towel  with  Pure  New  Fngland  Kum,  and  apply  the  same  daily  to  your 
face,  instead  of  water. 

Experience  has  fully  demonstrated  that  New  England  Kum  is  the  1 
best  toilet  wash  in  the  world.  1 

It  is  a sure  preventive  of  wrinklei.  It  is  peculiarly  adapted  for  u.se  j 
in  this  climate.  > 

Imported  from  Boston,  Mass.,  and  for  | 

sale  at  ’ 

I 374  CENTS  PER  QUART  BOTTLE, 

I BY 

E!  . I . B A.  JFL  EL  -A.  , 

i IVo.  118  FIRST  STRFET, 

i {Corner  of  Minna  Street.) 

BATSr  F-HAfVeiWOO. 
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SOMETHING  ABOUT  COINS. 


By  K.  I.  BARRA. 


The  science  of  Numismatics,  or  the  study  of  Coins,  is 
one  of  the  most  pleasant  as  well  as  one  of  the  most  in- 
structive pursuits.  The  appetite  for  it  may  be  said  to 
grow  from  that  which  it  feeds  upon.  Much  historical 
knowledge  can  be  acquired  from  the  examination  of 
coins. 

A coin  is  a piece  of  metal  of  fixed  weight,  and 
stamped  by  authority  of  government,  and  employed  as 
a circulating  medium. — Encyclopedia  Brittanica. 

In  monarchical  countries,  upon  the  accession  of  each 
' monarch  to  the  throne,  an  entirely  new  set  of  dies  are 
adopted  in  the  mints  of  the  country  ^.bearing  the  image 
I of  the  new  monarch  on  the  obverse  side.  In  this  waj'  i 
■ the  date  of  the  commencement  of  the  reign  of  each 
monarch  can  be  traced  on  the  coins,  as  well  as  the 
! length  of  the  reign.  For  instance,  the  writer  has  a 
I dollar  piece  of  the  time  of  Ferdinand  VII,  King  of 
' Spain,  of  the  date  of  1810,  also  a dollar  piece  of  the 
I time  of  Joseph  Napoleon  Honaparte,  King  of  Spain,  of 
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the  dale  of  1810,  showing  clearly  that  I'ordinancl,  King 
of  Spain,  wa.s  depo.sed  in  that  year,  and  was  succeeded 
as  king  by  the  f'l'encli  adventurer,  Joseph  Naiioleon 
Bonaparte;  anil  a S|ianish  dollar  of  18 1 5,  shows  the 
resloration  of  Ferdinand  VII. 

In  repnblican  countries  a different  mode  iirevails,  the 
money  generally  bears  an  allegorical  device,  represent- 
ing liberty,  although  in  the  United  States  the  love  and 
veneration  of  the  jieojile  for  Wa-diington  was  .'O  strong 
that  it  was  proposed  to  Congress  to  impress  the  bust  of 
Washington  on  the  coins,  but  the  noble  obj'a  t of  so 
much  adulation,  with  far  seeing  prudence,  advised  the 
adoption  of  a device,  w herein  liberty  should  be  the 
leading  feature.  In  countries  where  the  government 
does  not  pay  that  attention  to  the  rei[nirements  of  com- 
merce which  it  does  in  leading  commercial  nations,  the 
people  are  obliged  to  resort  to  various  e.xju'dient.s  to 
obtain  the  reipiisite  small  change  for  the  proper  jirose- 
ention  of  trade.  In  Isonth  American  eonntries,  it  is  a 
common  jiractice  to  divide  half  and  c|iiarter  dollars  into 
two  and  four  ])ieces,aml  even  twelve  and  a half  cent  pieces 
are  lrei|nenlly  so  divided,  of  which  I he  writer  has  some 
specimens.  In  Chili,  they  melt  the  native  silver  and 
model  it  into  small  bars,  from  which  they  cut  pieces 
and  reduce  to  the  weight  of  twenty-live,  twelve  and  a 
half  and  six  and  a i|nartcr  cenls,  and  slam))  them  with 
rude  dies,  wilhoni  regard  to  sha|)e.  The  writer  has 
))ieccs  of  the  above  denomination. 

The  Kngli.'h  ])onnd  sterling  originally  cx|iresscd , not 
a coin  I'xelningeablc  into  twenty  shillings,  but  ,-im|)ly 
ii  |)onnd  weight  of  silver  of  sterling  fineness.  Theli\rc 
III  I'' ranee  also  meant  a |)onnd  of  siher  of  a lineness 
li.xed  by  the  government.  lcon<>//rapliic  Cyclopedia. 

Silver  coin  • came  into  usc  ilb!)  B.  according  to 
some  authorities,  while  olliin's  elaim  for  them  a nineh 
e.irlier  origin.  At  the  earliest  known  ])eriod  a |)onnd 
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of  silver  WHS  worth  about  $18  20.  The  value  of  gold 
as  coniimred  with  silver  was  originally  a.s  ten  to  one, 
in  the  best  days  of  the  Roman  Rejiublic,  as  twelve  and 
a half  to  one,  and  under  the  euijierors,  ns  fourteen  to 
one  ; in  the  United  States  at  the  present  time,  the  rela- 
tion of  gold  to  silver  is,  within  a trifle,  a.s  .sixteen  to 
one  ; which  is  an  infallible  evidence  of  the.  more  rapid 
increase  of  the  sujiply  of  silver  than  of  gold.  t)f  an- 
cient coins  there  are  a greater  number  of  copper  than 
of  silver  extant.  The  reason  is,  probably,  that  copper 
coins  possess  so  little  value  as  raone}-,  that  persons  are 
the  more  ready  to  preserve  them,  as  mementos  of  jiast 
ages. 

RO.MAX  COLN.S. 

The  writer  has  in  his  collection  a Roman  copper 
coin  of  the  time  of  Trajan,  who  reigned  Emperor  of 
Rome,  from  A.  1).  98  to  A.  D.  IIT.  The  following  is 
the  description  ; The  obverse  bears  the  portrait  of  the 
emperor.  It  has  the  inscription  Imp(erntori)  Oaes(ari) 
Nervae  Traiano  Avg(usto)  (ler(manico)  Dac(ico)  l’(ar- 
thico)  l’(ontitico)  M(axinio)  Tr(ibunitia)  I’(otestate) 
Co(n)s(uli)  V.  P(atri)  P(atriie)  : to  the  best  Emperor, 
Ceasar  Xerva  Trajan  Augustus  Gennanicus  Dacicus. 
High  Pontiff  (exercising)  the  tribunitian  power.  The 
type  of  the  rever.=e  is  the  emperor,  on  a richh-  cajmri- 
soned  horse,  who  is  darting  a javelin  at  a prostrate 
enemy.  It  has  the  legend  S(cuatiis)  P(opulus)  Q(ue) 
R(omaniis)  Optiine  I’rinci]>e  : the  Roman  iSenate  and 
people  to  the  best  jirince.  History  say.s  of  Trajan — 
.Marcus  Ulpius  Trajunus  Crinitus  was  born  at  Italica 
in  Spain,  lie  was  adopted  by  Xerva,  Emi>eror  of  Rome, 
in  A.  I).  9T,  as  the  most- worthy  to  succeed.  He  was 
the  pupil  of  the  celebrated  Plutarch,  was  a man  of  great 
talents  both  for  peace  and  war,  and  possessed  the  <iuali- 
ties  of  a wise  and  successful  monarch  in  no  ordinary 
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I degree.  His  first  exploit  was  to  subdue  the  Dacians, 
who  had  greatly  infested  the  empire  under  the  reign  of 
; Domitinn.  After  an  obstinate  contest,  Decabalus,  their 
king,  was  routed  and  compelled  to  acknowledge  him- 
j self  tributary  to  Rome.  Ilis  internal  administration 
was  equally  successful  and  admirable.  He  reigned 
from  A.  D.  98  to  A.  U.  117,  and  died  at  Seleucia,  while 
on  an  expedition  in  the  east,  in  the  sixty-third  year  of 
j his  age,  and  the  twentieth  of  his  reign.  Accordingly, 

■ at  the  lowest  estimate,  the  coin  spoken  of  is  174G  years 
; old. 

! COIN  OF  HENRY  IV. 

! The  next  rare  coin  in  the  collection  is  a copper 
! one  of  the  time  of  Henry  IV.  King  of  France.  Tlie  ob- 
verse bears  the  bust  of  the  king,  and  the  legend,  Henri 
1111 — Henry  the  Fourth.  Henri  IlII  R.  ok  Fran,  et 
Nav. — Henry  the  Fourth,  King  of  France  and  Navarre. 

I Reverse,  three  Fleurs  de  lis,  surrounded  by  a circle, 

1 and  the  legend.  Double  Tournois,  date  1599.  History 
says  of  Henry  the  Fourth — “ Henry  the  Fourth,  deser- 
vedly known  in  history  ns  Henry  the  Great,  did  not  ar- 
rive at  the  throne  without  experiencing  the  most  for- 
midable opposition.  Gay,  amiable  and  cheerful,  he 
I endeared  himself  to  all  who  approached  him.  He 
longed,  he  said,  to  sec  the  day  when  every  peasant  in 
; France  should  have  a chicken  in  his  pot.  He  was  mar- 
I ried  in  IGOO,  to  Mary  de  Me.dicis,  but  still  retained  that 
! j)roncncss  to  intrigue  and  liccnliuiisncss  which  formed 
• the  least  estimable  part  of  his  disposition.  On  the  14th 
of  May,  KUO,  while  passing  in  a carriage  slowly  through 
a crowd,  an  assassin  named  Kavaillac,  insj)ired  by  fan- 
aticism, leaped  upon  the  wheel  and  stabbed  him  twice 
in  the  breast.  He  survived  but  a brief  time  and  expired 
amid  the  heartfelt  lamentations  of  the  whole  kingdom, 
lie  was  in  the  fifty-seventh  year  of  his  age,  and  the 
twenty-first  of  his  reign.” 
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COIN  OF  JAMES  II. 

1686,  James  II,  a Four-penny  Piece,  and  called  at 
that  time  a Groat.  Obverse — head  of  the  king — legend. 
Jacobus  II,  Dei  Gratia.  Reverse — four  bars  surmount- 
ed by  a crown — legend,  Mag.  Br.  et  Hib.  Rex. — Date, 
1686.  History  says  of  James  II.  “ James,  immediately 
on  his  accession,  conciliated  the  people  and  the  church 
by  a most  public  declaration  that  the  establishment 
should  not  be  disturbed.  Notwithstanding  his  solemn 
declaration,  he  put  in  practice  some  severe  measures 
against  the  Protestants  which  incited  a rebellion,  head- 
ed by  the  Duke  of  Argyle.  The  rebels  were  defeated 
by  the  king’s  forces,  and  their  sympathizers  cruellj' 
punished.  The  infamous  Jeffries  made  a circuit 
through  the  country,  trying  the  accused,  and  several 
hundreds  were  executed  by  his  orders,  after  a species 
of  mock  trial.  In  1688,  the  king  required,  that  his 
declaration  of  general  toleration  should  be  read  from 
all  the  pulpits.  The  concession  came  too  late  ; the 
disaffection  of  the  people  alarmed  him  so  seriously  that 
he  secretly  fled  to  France.  The  throne  being  vacant 
by  the  flight  of  the  king,  William,  Prince  of  Orange^ 
and  Mary  his  wife,  who  was  the  daughter  of  the  Duke 
of  York,  were  declared  by  a convention,  as  the  joint 
sovereigns  of  England,  under  the  titles  of  William 
III.  and  Mary  II.  James  reigned  from  the  latter  part  of 
1685  to  the  latter  part  of  1688,  three  years. 

% 

AN  IRISH  HALF-PENNY  OF  GEORGE  THE  FIRST. 

Obverse  — Portrait  of  the  king;  legend  — Georgius 
Dei  Gratia  Rex  ; reverse  — a female  figure  sitting  on  the 
Globe,  her  left  arm  resting  on  a harp,  and  the  right 
one  outstretched;  legend  — Hibernia;  date  — 1723. 
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History  says  of  (Jeorifo  I.  : — Tlie  new  monarcli  was 
r>4  years  of  age,  a foreigner,  entirely  ignorant  of  the 
language,  laws  ami  luauners  of  his  adopted  kingdom, 
lie  landed  in  Mngland  in  Sei>tember,  1714.  The  govern- 
ment soon  heeame  e.\(a'edingly  corru])t.  Tlie  king’s 
(lerman  mi>tres.ses  and  favorites  were  continuallv  im- 
])alient  for  e.stutes  and  titles,  and  possessed  snlTieient 
induonce  to  determine  the  fate  of  measiire.s  and  minis- 
tries. In  172:1  a great  exeiteinent  e.xisted  in  Ireland, 
fomented  hy  Dean  Swift,  oeeasioned  by  tlie  attemiited 
issue  of  a debased  eopjier  eoin,  entitled  from  the  name 
of  the  iiatenlee,  “ ^\'ood’s  half-pence.”  So  great  was 
the  clamor  that  government  was  eomjielled  to  retract 
from  the  measure. 

Tlie  writer  has  no  doubt  that  the  half-penny  in  hi.s 
possession  is  one  of  those  sixiken  of,  from  the  fiiet  that 
it  is  not  as  large  as  other  Irish  half-pence  in  his  collec- 
tion. nor  does  it  weigh  within  one-third  as  much  as  the 
others.  Besides  the  ilate  on  the  half-penny  mentioned 
is  the  very  year  the  Wood's  half-jience  was  issued. 

The  king  died  during  his  yearly  journey  to  Hanover, 
on  the  nth  .lane,  1727.  He  was^in  the  si.xty-eighth 
year  of  his  age,  and  the  thirteenth  of  his  reign. 

• LoriS  TUB  FOl'RTKMN-TH. 

Two  copper  coins  of  Bonis  Xn'.,'King  of  France  and 
.Navarre,  lioth  in  a tine  state  of  preservation  ; (diverse  | 
the  bust  of  the  King;  legend,  Buditieus  Xl\'., — FB.  i 
I'/l'  NAV.  IlFX.  ; reverse,  the  (lod  of  the  liver,  tilling  | 
the  river  out  of  his  urn  ; legend,  Faloriim  Bege  Keeiir-  . 
lit — It  runs  iiecording  to  the  law  ot  fate.  I)afl‘,  lil.'it.  ' 
The  other  coin  hears  on  the  obverse  the  bust  of  the 
king;  legend,  Budoviens  Magnus  Ite.x.;  reverse,  a meri- 
dian sun  throwing  its  rays  on  the  moiinlaiii  tops,  while 
■diafts  are  aiiiii'd  at  it  fnini  belon  ; legend,  .\b  Alto 
iSeeurus  ; high;  secure  from  attack . 
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History  ,«ays  of  Loui.s  XIV: — The  predominant  quality  ! 
of  the  young  monarch  was  an  intense  selfishness.  He 
was  hy  no  means  destitute  of  abilities,  though  not  bril- 
liant ; and  he  was  served  hy  able  officers  both  in  war 
and  the  state.  In  the  latter  [lart  of  his  reign  the 
influence  at  court  was  that  of  .\Iadamc  de  Maintenon, 
whom  the  king  married  in  1C85,  privately  ; slie  was 
never  [lublicly  acknowledged  as  (|ueen  ; she  had  been  ^ 
a willow  and  was  governess  to  a lady  of  the  court,  and  1 
in  this  situation  attracted  the  attention  of  tlie  king  ' 
who  was  charmed  with  hei‘  agreeable  manners.  The  ! 
king  died  in  1715,  after  a reign  of  seventy-three  years,  ' 
in  the  seventy-seventh  year  of  his  age.  ' 

SYCEE  SILVER.  i 

In  China  they  do  not  liave  any  silver  or  gold  coin — | 
they  cast  the  silver  into  a shape  somewhat  resembling 
a bread-tray,  wliich  is  called  a sycec,  and  its  value  is  j 
reckoned  by  weiglit  in  taels;  a tael  is  equal  to  .$1  9.9lc. 
The  only  coin  in  China  is  the  cash,  which  is  a small 
piece  of  circular-brass,  the  size  of  au  American  half-  ' 
cent,  it  has  a wide  and  raised  margin  ; in  the  cenfre  it 
has  a square  hole,  around  which  flicre  are  Chinese  | 
characters  ; these  pieces  arc  strung  in  strings  of  one 
hundred  each,  whidi  is  called  a mace,  and  is  equal  to  ' 
ten  cents.  The  writer  has  a miniature  sycee  in  his 
collection,  presented  to  him  by  a gentleman  of  this  city, 
who  received  it  from  a friend  now  in  China,  who  was  ' 
formerlv  an  auctioneer  in  this  city. 

I 

JARAXEHE  COINS.  ‘ 

The  .lapanese  are  in  advance  of  the  Chinese  in  coin-  ' 
ing.  They  have  gold,  silver  and  brass  coins.  The 
gold  and  silver  coins  are  oblong  in  form.  The  brass 
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coins  are  elipticnl.  The  writer  has  two  silver  coins, 

I which  are  called  Itzebues,  valued  at  47  cents  each  ; 
and  two  brass  coins  that  arc  equal  to  3 cents  each, 
and  are  called  tempos. 

AMERICAN  COINS. 

In  the  early  settlement  of  the  American  colonies 
each  colony  regulated  its  own  system  of  currency.  As 
early  as  tlie  year  1652,  the  colony  of  Massachusetts, 
having  for  a long  time  felt  the  necessity  of  a uniform 
system  of  currency,  passed  a law  b^'  her  General  .\ssem- 
' bly,  and  a committee  was  appointed  to  build  a Mint, 

I and  procure  the  necessary  tools  at  the  cost  of  the  com- 
I monwealth.  The  assembly  passed  a law,  making  the 
colonial  money  the  only  legal  currency  of  the  common- 
\ wealth,  with  the  e.xception  of  English  coins.  All  per- 
‘ sons  were  granted  the  liberty  to  take  into  the  mint- 
I house,  in  Hoston,  all  bullion,  plate,  and  Spanish  coin, 
there  to  be  melted  and  brought  to  the  alloy  of  sterling 
silver,  and  for  which  the  mint-master  was  required  to 
pay  to  such  person  the  like  weight  in  current  money, 
after  deducting  one  shilling  out  of  every  twenty  for 
coining.  As  the  roining  of  money  was  a royal  i)rero- 
gative,  its  usurpation  by  the  colony  very  naturally  I 
excited  the  disapprobation  of  the  home  government.  | 
I In  order  to  appease  the  displeasure  of  the  King,  an 
offering  wa.s  sent  in  1677,  of  ten  barrels  of  cranberries,  | 
two  hog.slieads  of  samp,  and  throe  thousand  codlisli;  and  | 
I at  another  time  a number  of  line  spars  for  the  royal 
navy  were  sent.  Notwithstanding  all  these  acts  of  con- 
ciliation, the  mint  was  abolished  in  1686,  by  order  of 
the  home  government,  and  coining  ceased  during  the 
dejiendency  of  the  colony  to  England.  Home  of  the 
money  coined  by  the  colony  of  Massachusetts,  is  still 
extant,  in  the  possession  of  coin  collectors,  and  are  ■ 
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known  as  the  pine-tree  shillings,  and  sixpence  ; also, 
the  oak-tree  shillings,  and  oak-tree  sixpence.  The 
colony  of  Marjdand,  also,  issued  coins  that  were  known 
as  the  Lord  Baltimore  shillings,  and  the  Lord  Baltimore 
sixpence.  These  coins  were  made  in  England,  ex- 
pressly for  colonial  circulation,  by  order  of  Lord  Balti- 
more, in  1659.  Lord  Baltimore  was  the  lord  proprietor 
of  the  colony  of  Maryland,  by  virtue  of  a royal  patent ; 
and  the  Governor  of  the  colony  received  the  appoint- 
ment direct  from  him. 

CONNECTICUT  CENT. 

In  1737,  a blacksmith  named  Highley,  in  the  town  of 
Granby,  Connecticut,  issued  a large  number  of  coins 
made  of  pure  copper,  and  were  known  as  the  Granby 
coppers  ; they  are  of  the  value  of  a penny.  After  the 
Declaration  of  Independence,  during  the  confederation, 
each  State  exercised  the  right  of  coining  money,  most 
of  which  was  copper.  The  State  of  Connecticut  estab- 
lished a Mint,  and  issued  a large  amount  of  copper 
cents,  one  of  which  the  writer  has  in  his  collection. 
Description  of  Connecticut  cent:  — Obverse  — A bust 
in  coat  of  mail  facing  to  the  left ; legend,  Auctori 
Connec.  — authority  of  Connecticut;  reverse,  the  God- 
dess of  Liberty  seated  on  the  globe  — facing  to  the  left 
the  liberty  pole  surmounted  by  the  cap  in  the  left  hand, 
and  the  olive-branch  in  the  right ; legend,  inde.  et  lib. 
Independent  and  free;  date,  1787. 

WASHINGTON  CENT. 

At  the  conclusion  of  the  war  of  independence  the 
nation  so  sensibly  felt  the  value  of  the  eminent  services 
rendered  by  Washington,  that  many  coins  were  caused 
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to  1)0  Struck  bearing  his  bust,  ami  they  arc  knoivu  as 
the  AVasliiugtoii  cents,  one  of  which  the  writer  has  iu 
his  collection.  Dcseriptioii ; — Obverse,  the  bust  of 
AViishingtou  ; legend,  Washington;  reverse,  the  .same 
as  the  obverse;  legend.  One  Cent.  The  American 
Xumismatic  Manual,  says  this  coin  was  made  in  I78.i. 

TIIK  FIRST  UNITMI)  STATFS  MONEV. 

Mint  — Sa.xon,  mynct^  money  or  stamped  coin.  This 
word  is  doubtles.s  a derivative  from  mine,  or  I.atin, 
montta,  from  the  same  root.  The  jilace  where  money 
is  coineil  by  juiblic  authority. — Koah  Webster. 

An  ordinance  for  e.slablishing  a .Mint  of  the  I'nited 
States  was  passed  iu  October,  178G.  In  acconbince 
with  the  above  ordinance  government  not  having  a 
mint,  entered  into  a contract  with  .lames  .larvis,  who 
had,  with  others,  established  a Mint  in  the  State  of 
t’onnecticut,  by  permission  of  the  State  in  177.7.  In 
coiu|)liance  with  the  contract,  .larvis,  in  1 787.  furnished 
the  government  with  tiOO  tons  of  cents,  w hich  w ere  con- 
seciuently  the  first  money  issued  by  the  rnited  Stales. 
l)escri])tion  of  the  (irst  I'nited  States  cent  : — Device — 
.V  dial  with  the  hours  e.xpressed  u|)on  the  face,  with 
“ Fugio  " on  the  left,  and  178?  on  the  right;  a meridian 
sun,  and  b,elow  it  the  legcml  ‘‘  .Mind  your  business 
reverse,  thirleeu  circles  liiikeil  together,  fonniiig  a large 
circle  iu  the  centre  of  the  same,  a snuill  circle  with 
‘‘I'nited  States”  around  it,  and  in  the  centre.  "We 
are  one.''  There  are  two  of  these  coins  iu  the  collec- 
tion of  the  writer. 

THE  FIRST  UNITED  STA'I'ES  MINT. 

The  Couslil utiou  of  the  United  Slate.;  w iis  forined 
in  1787,  ralilied  by  Uongress  in  1788;  that  instru- 
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nient  gives  to  the  Government  of  tlie  United  States  the 
. sole  'lower  to  regulate  the  currency,  as  will  be  seen 
■ in  the  following  words  of  Section  8th,  Article  1st:  — 

: “ Congress  shall  have  the  power  to  coin  money,  regu- 
late the  value  thereof,  and  of  foreign  coin,  and'  li.x  the 
, standard  of  weights  and  measures.”  The  foregoing  is 
all  that  the  Constitution  says  in  regard  to  money.  In 
1 pursuance  of  the  power  given  by  the  Constitution, 
Congress  in  1T91,  enacted  a code  of  laws  for  the  estab- 
, lishment  and  regulation  of  a .Mint.  In  1793  the  .Mint 
commenced  ojierations  by  coining  cents.  The  writer 
‘ has  a cent  of  1791.  In  the  latter  part  of  1794  the  first 
silver  coin  was  .siruck,  and  the  die  was  unchanged  until 
the  latter  part  of  1795,  except  in  the  date.  Tiie  writer 
has  in  his  collection  one  dollarof  the  lirst  part  of  1795, 
conse([uently  It  is  of  the  same  design  as  the  lirst  dollar 
that  was  issued;  another  dollar  in  tlie  collection  is  of 
the  same  date,  but  the  device  is  somewhat  diflcrent, 
having  been  issued  in  the  latter  part  of  1795.  The  first 
: gold  coin  of  the  United  States  was  struck  olf  in  17!)5. 

' The  coinage  of  silver  was  continued  without  any 
material  change  in  the  design  until  1837,  in  which  year 
the  de.'ign  was  entirely  changetl  on  the  dimes.  Instead 
of  the  head,  the  full  length  figure  of  the  Goddess  of 
Liberty  in  a sitting  posture,  was  substituted  on  the 
obve:-se.  The  reverse,  instead  of  the  Kagle,  a wreath, 
encircling  the  words  “ One  Dime.”  On  the  (quarters 
the  olivcr.se  the  same  as  on  the  dimes,  'i’he  reverse  un- 
changed. From  179(>,  at  which  lime  the  first  quarters 
and  dimes  were  issued,  until  1820,  their  emission  was 
irregular.  In  182(5,  1829  and  1830,  there  were  no  (piar- 
ters  minted  ; with  that  exception,  their  issue  since  1820 
, to  the  present  time,  has  been  uninterrupted.  Dimes 
^ hive  been  issued  every  year,  from  J820  to  the  present 
1 time,  with  the  exception  of  1820,  in  which  year  none 
I others  than  half-dollar.s  were  minted.  The  writer  has 
I specimen  dimes  of  eacli  issue,  from  1820  to  date. 
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The  first  Miut  in  the  United  States  was  established  | 
in  Philadelphia,  in  1792,  since  which  time  there  have  ■ 
been  established  the  following  branch  Mints  : — j 

Charlotte,  North  Carolina;  Dahlonaga,  Georgia;  New  i 
Orleans,  Louisiana ; and  San  Francisco,  California; 
a Branch  Mint  in  Auraria,  Pike’s  Peak,  Colorado  Ter- 
ritory, and  an  Assay  Office  in  New  'fork. 

All  the  money  coined  at  the  Branch  Mints  bears  the 
initial  letter  of  the  name  of  the  place  where  the  Mint  is  ! 
located.  Thus,  for  San  Francisco,  S.  ; New  Orleans,  j 
0. ; Uahlonaga,  D.,  Charlotte,  C;  and  Auraria,  A.  The  ' 
initial  appears  on  the  reverse  oftheeoin,  immediately  un-  ' 
der  the  talons  of  the  eagle.  Money  issued  from  the  parent  i 
Mint  does  not  bear  a local  mark.  No  silver  coin  has  | 
been  issued  from  the  Mint  of  Dahlonaga,  or  the  one  at 
Charlotte;  they  were  established  for  coining  the  gold 
found  in  the  mines  in  their  vicinity.  The  law  for  the 
issuing  of  twenty  dollar  pieces  was  passed  in  1849,  in 
which  year  there  were  some  minted  in  Philadeli)hia ; 
most  of  those  in  circulation  in  this  State  bear  the 
initial  of  the  local  Miut.  All  the  dies  for  stamping 
money  are  engraved  at  the  parent  Mint,  and  are  dis- 
tributed to  tlie  Branch  Mints.  Every  twenty  dollar 
piece  has  the  initials  J.  B.  L.,  impressed  in  very  small 
letters  on  the  verge  at  the  termination  of  the  neck  of 
the  Goddess  of  Liberty;  they  signify  John  B.  Longa- 
cro,  who  is  the  engraver  of  the  U.  S.  Miut.  Specimens 
of  the  coinage  of  each  quarter  are  sent  from  the  Braneh 
Mints  to  the  parent  Mint  once  in  each  year,  and  arc 
there  examined  by  the  United  States  District  -Mtorney, 
Superintendent  of  the  Mint,  and  Chief  Assayer.  Each 
year  a new  set  of  dies,  with  dates  corresponding  to  the 
year,  are  distributed  to  the  Branch  Mints,  where  the 
old  ones  are  destroyed  in  the  presence  of  the  officers  of 
the  .Mint. 
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The  United  States  Bhancii  Mint,  San  Francisco. 

Persons  desirous  of  visiting  the  Mint  cun  do  so  any  day 
it  is  in  operation,  between  the  hours  of  9 and  12  o’clock 
in  the  forenoon.  On  making  application  at  the  door, 
the  visitor  is  referred  to  the  conductor,  whose  sole  office 
it  is  to  receive  and  conduct  those  who  wish  to  examine 
the  Mint.  The  visitor  is  requested  to  sign  his  name  in 
a register  kept  for  that  purpose,  and  then  is  shown — 
first,  into  the  weighing-room ; here  all  the  gold  and 
silver  is  received,  weighed,  and  a receipt  given  to  the 
depositor.  Melting-room  — In  this  room  the  gold  is 
melted  and  run  into  bars,  when  it  is  taken  into  the 
chipping-room,  where  a chip  is  taken  from  each  bar  for 
the  purpose  of  assaying  and  estimating  its  fineness  ; it 
is  again  melted,  and  two  parts  of  silver  to  one  part  of 
gold  added  ; after  it  is  thus  mixed  the  liquid  metal  is 
poured  into  water,  which  causes  it  to  granulate.  The 
granulation  is  put  into  porcelain  pots,  and  the  refining 
is  done  by  the  use  of  nitric  acid,  which  has  no  eflect 
upon  gold,  while  it  holds  base  metals  and  silver  in  solu- 
tion, and  the  gold  settles  to  the  bottom.  It  is  then 
thoroughly  washed  with  water  to  free  it  from  acid,  and 
placed  in  a hydraulic-press,  where  it  is  pressed  into 
cakes  resembling  cheese  ; it  is  again  melted,  and  again 
assayed,  and  sufficient  copper  mixed  with  it  to  bring  it 
to  the  American  standard  of  900  fine.  It  is  then  cast 
into  ingots,  and  rolled  from  ingots  into  bars,  which  are 
drawn  into  flat  uniform  strips;  from  these  strips  are 
cut  the  planchets,  which,  although  cut  as  near  uniform 
as  possible,  are  not  sufficiently  so  to  obviate  the 
necessity  of  their  being  sent  into  the  adjusting-room — 
here  each  piece  is  weighed,  and,  if  too  heavy,  it  is  filed 
down  to  the  standard,  and,  if  too  light,  it  is  sent  into 
the  melting-room.  The  adjusting  is  done  by  women. 
After  the  planchets  are  adjusted  the}"  are  again  sent  into 
the  annealing-room,  and  there  prepared  for  coining  by 
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being  placed  in  copper  boxes  and  jnit  into  the  furnace  ^ 
and  brought  to  a red  heat;  tiiey  are  then  sent  into  the 
coining-room  and  passed  throngli  tlie  coining-press, 
wlierc  eacli  piece  receives  the  impression.s  on  botli  sides 
at  the  same  lime,  and  tliereb}-  liecomes  the  coin  of  the 
United  States  of  America,  which  we  all  so  much  admire, 
anil  are  so  anxious  to  become  possessed  of. 

Monc}’  is  proverbially  called  the  root  of  all  evil ; with 
how  much  correctness  llie  writer  will  not  attempt  to 
rjiiestion  ; but  will  ask  if  it  is  the  root  ot  all  evil,  is  it 
not  the  iiicdinm  of  great  amount  of  good?  .Money  is 
the  medium  of  exchange,  and  without  it  the  baker  will 
not  part  with  his  bread,  nor  the  tanner  with  his  wheat, 
and  so  on  through  all  the  ramilications  of  trade,  with- 
out its  cijnivalent  in  some  form  no  man  will  i>art  with 
hi.s  jiroperty,  and  the  most  compact,  convenient,  and 
coinerlible  form  is  money;  coiisenuendy  as  society  is 
org.anized  money  is  necessary  to  our  existenei'.  The 
writer  was  shown  through  the  Mint  by  the  gentlemanly 
conductor,  who  imparted  all  the  information  the  nature 
of  his  bu.'iuess  would  ]iermit  him  (o  do,  as  there  were 
other  visitors  constantly  arriving  who  had  a (daiin  njion 
his  attention.  Tlie  writer  met  a gentleman  in  the  .Mint 
who  was  once  attached  to  the  Mint  at  New  Orleans, 
at  which  time  the  writer  had  the  pleasure  of  forming 
his  aeipi.iintanc.e.  Fi'imu  him  muidi  of  the  information 
of  the  practical  operations  of  the  Mint  w as  obtained, 
and  the  obligation  is  herein  gratefully  acknowledged. 

Sll-VKi:  liri-lJON. 

Oovernmeiit  buys  silver,  computed  at  ttOO  line,  at 
$1  ’J1  cents  per  ounce,  troy,  and  pays  in  half  dollars, 
<|Uarters,  or  dimes.  ^ 

The  following  is  copied  from  the  Mint  Uegulations; 
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“ Silver  deposited  for  the  dollar  piece  shall  be  computed 
at  $l  16  4-11  per  ounce,  of  st.andard  fineness,  the  de- 
duction will  be  a coinage  charge  of  one-half  of  one  per 
cent,  on  the  gross  value  of  the  deposit.” 

From  183T  until  1853  the  weight  of  a dollar  was  41 
grains;  the  half-dollar  206J  grains,  and  the  lesser  coins 
in  proportion.  In  1853  Congress  passed  a law  reduc- 
ing the  half-dollar  from  206J  grains  to  192 — 14}  less, 
and  the  smaller  coins  in  proportion;  hence  a dollar  is 
intrinsically  worth  cents  more  than  two  half  dollars. 
A person  who  takes  100  American  dollars  to  the  Mint 
will  receive  in  c.\change  $104  in  half  dollars. 


GOLD  BULLION. 


Government  does  not  buy  gold,  but  receives  it  for 
refining  on  the  following  terms  ; 

All  gold  in  its  native  state  contains  some  silver,  also 
more  or  less  of  base  metals.  When  the  fineness  is  less 
than  300  lOOOths  the  charge  for  parting  is  3 cents  per 
ounce.  When  300  and  less  than  750,  7 cents,  and  when 
750  and  less  than  950,  14  cents;  when  over  950  lOOOths 
no  charge  for  parting,  but  nothing  allowed  for  the 
silver  contained  therein;  whereas,  when  it  is  of  less 
fineness  all  the  silver  contained  in  the  gold  is  accounted 
and  paid  for.  The  charge  for  refining  is  computed  from 
what  the  gold  weighs  after  it  is  melted.  When  the 
gold  has  an  unusual  amount  of  base  metals  mixed  with 
it,  the  charge  for  toughening  is  from  one-half  to  three 
cents  per  ounce  before  melting,  which  is  an  additional 
charge.  The  charge  for  coining  is  one-half  of  one  per 
cent,  on  the  value  of  the  gold  and  silver  contained. 
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Weights  of  Gold  Coins  of  the  United  States. — 
The  double-eagle,  or  twenty  dollar  piece,  weighs  51C 
grains;  the  eagle,  or  ten  dollar  piece,  weiglis  2.')8  grains; 
the  half-eagle,  or  five  dollar  piece,  weiglis  120  grains  ; 
the  qnarter-eagle,  or  two  and  a half-dollar  piece,  weighs 
G4.1  grains;  the  three  dollar  jiiece,  weighs  77  2-5  grains; 
the  dollar  piece,  weighs  25  8-10  grains. 

Weights  of  Silvek  Coins  op  the  United  States. — 
The  dollar,  weighs  41 2 J grains;  the  half-dollar,  weighs 
192  grains;  the  qnarter-dollar,  weighs  9(>  grains;  the 
dime,  weighs  38  2-5  grains;  the  half-dime,  19  1-5  gras. 

Weights. — 24  grains  make  one  pennyweight. 

20  iicniiy weights  make  one  ounce,  troy. 

12  ounces  make  one  pound,  troy. 


The  amount  of  coinage  in  the  United  States,  from 
the  time  the  jMint  was  established  until  June  30th,  1801, 
was  as  follows: 


Gold $009,1 10,400 

Silver 128,159,482 

Copper 2,074,743 


The  operations  of  the  parent  Mint  for  the  year  1802, 
were  as  follows  : — 

Gold  eoine.l $311.0.30,808  1 1 

Silver  “ 2,171,199  29 


The  operations  of  the  San  I'raneism  llraneh  Mint  at 
the  present  time  are  much  more  exteii.sive  than  those 
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of  the  parent  Mint.  During  the  month  of  June,  of  the 
present  year,  the  parent  Mint  issued  $250,000  ; in  the 
j same  montli  tlie  San  Francisco  Hranch  \[iut  minted 
j $2,000,000.  Tlie  whole  amount  of  money  coined  by 
j the  latter  establishment  during  the  year  ending  on  the 
30th  June,  1863,  was  $18,326,835. 


atsf  OF  eojKg. 


AMKUirAN  SH.VKR  COINS. 


The  writer  lierewith  gives  n list  of  coins  in  his  col- 
lection ; — 


Dolhir.s — 1' ir.^t  Is.siic — 17!I5  : of  the  seeoinl  i.ssiic  1795: 
I79S,  1799,  I s i;!,  1S59. 

Hull'  Dolliirs — 1795 — l.SO;!,  ISOO,  1807,  1808,  1809,  1810, 
I8II,  1812,  18i:i.  1814,  1817,  1818,  1819,1821  1822,1824 
1825,  l,82(ir  1827,  1829,  1830,  1832. 

Qimrtcr  Dolhirs — 1805.  1800,  1815,  1818,  1819,  1820,  1821 
1822,  1.825,  1.832,  I.8;i3,  I8;tl,  1,835,  1830,  1,839. 

Ten  Cent.s — 180:!,  1805,  1811.  1820,  1821,  1822,1823.  1821, 
1825.  1827.  182.8,  1829,  1.830,  1831,  1832,  1,833.  1831.  1835,’ 
1830,  1837. 

Ten  Oents  (l>iine.«) — 1.8.'17,  1,838,  1839.  1810.  1841,  1812 
1813.  1811,  1845,  1.849. 

l'i\e  (tents  (Half  Ditiiea) — 1829,  1830.  18.32,  1835,  1839 
1853.  18.')t, 


Three  Cents — 1851. 
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ENGLISH  SILVER  COINS. 


Denomination.  Date. 

Crown obliterated  .... 

Crown 1820 

Half  Crown 1821 

“ " 182.3 

“ “•  1844 

Rupee  (Indian) 1840 

Florin 1859 

Shilling 1858 

“ 1859 

Twenty  Cents  (Canada) 1858 

Ten  Cents 1816,  1834,  1837,  1846, 

Half  Rupee,  Indian  (native  eoin) 

Quarter  Rupee  (Indian)  1840 


Groat,  or  four-penny  of  James  II,  1686 

“ “ Victoria,  double-head 

“ “ 1838 

“ “ “ 1854 

Thi-ee-penny  1850 

Quarter  Shilling  of  United  colony  of  Demaruru  and 

Essequibo 1833 

Five  Cents  (Canada) 1858 

Three  half-pence 1834 

One  Penny ,1739,  1784 


V.'vlue. 

SI  12 
1 12 
56 
56 
56 
40 
•16 
23 
23 
20 
10 
20 
10 


SPANISH  SILVER  COINS. 


Dollar,  Ferdinand  VII 

.1810 

1 00 

Dollar,  .loseph  Napoleon 

.1810 

1 00 

Dollar  (Ferdiuand  VII) 

.1819 

1 00 

Half  Dollar,  Charles  III 

.1774 

.50 

Pistareen  “ “ 

.1760 

16 

Quarter  Dcllar  “ 

.1784 

25 

“ '•  1800, 

1802,  1810 

25 
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Half  Pistaroen,  Philip  V 

.1721 

8 

Eighth-Hollar,  Philip  V 

.1738 

12-i 

“ “ Charlo.s  111.... 

.1770 

12-i 

“ “ Charles  IV 

..1801 

12i 

“ “ Fenl.  VII 

..1810 

12i 

Sixteciith-ilollar.  Oharle.s  IV. 

..1840 

fii 

<*  it  ti  a 

..1807 

H 

“ “ Ford.  VII.... 

..1815 

Oi 

“•  •“  Ford.  VI 

..17.53 

Ci 

.«  H 

..1740 

6i 

MKXIU.VN  SILVKU  (JOINS. 


Dolhir 18t)ll 

Hfiir-aolliir 1848 

(imirtcr-ilollar 1811 

Ki);lith-il(>llar 1844 

“ ••  1857, 

Sixtconfh  1848 

Thirty-scudiid..... 1858 


1 on  I 

50  I 
25 

12J  I 
12J  : 
f'l  ; 
8A  : 


FUKNOH  SILV'KK  (lOINS. 

I'lvc  Krano.  liiaii.s  l’hili|>|>0  1845 O.’l 

One  Kraiif.  liduisXl’III 1824 17 

Oiu'  FraiH".  Na|iiileon 1808,  1800 17 


l.otiis  Philippe.... 

..184(1 

17 

Nap(deoii  III 

..18.50 

IT 

• 4 4 < 

..1858  

8 
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Twenty  cent,  Republic  1860 

Quarter-franc,  Louis  Philippe..  1830 
“ “ “ 1845 

llalf-franc,  llelvetia 1851 


I 


SILVER  COINS  OF  RUSSIA. 


I Ruble 1846 

; Half-ruble 1851, 

I Twenty  Kopecks 1858 

I Ten  Kopecks 1858 

i Ten  Kopecks 1847 

; Five  Kopecks 1847 

' Five  Groszy  (Poland),.... 1840 


SILVER  COINS  OF  PRUSSIA. 


Thaler 1814 

Sixth-thaler 1764 


1796 

1803 

1842 

1833 


Hanseatic  Towns  — 


Bremen,  36  grotc 1859 

“ 12  “ 1840 

“ 12  “ 1841 

“ 0 “ 1840 


4 

4 

4 

8 

73 

36.J 

12 

6 

6 

3 

2 

66 

10 

10 

10 

10 

10 

30 

10 

10 

5 
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Lubeok,  4 schilling  1728 

llamb’g,  2 “ 1727,  1702 

“ 1 “ 1726 

“ 1 “ 1752 

1 (Ireiling  1855...... 


GERMAN  SILVER  COINS. 


Saxony,  Thaler 1858 

Oldenburg,  groschen  1858, 

liaiern,  0 kroutzers 1807. 

Netherlands,  half-guilder  1858, 

One-tcuth  guilder  (Indian),..,..  1858 


BELGIAN  SILVER  COINS, 


Ten  Centimes  1827 

Ten  Centimes  ,.1858 


DANISH  SILVER  COINS. 


Sixteen  skilling... 1850,  1867 

Five  Cents,  Danish  Island,  St.  Thomas,  1850 

Norwegian 1852,.,,, 

Italian,  5 soldi  1810 

Sardinian,  50  oentimes  1828 

« 1852 


6 

4 

2 

2 

2 

66 

3 

18 

3J 

1 

■1 

8 

5 

10 

4 

8 

.k 

08 


FORTUdAL,  960  rcas 
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SOUTH  AMERICAN  SILVER  COINS. 


Brazil,  1000  reas  

,1800 

40 

Brazil,  500  rea.s  

.1859 

20 

Republic  of  Chili,  Dollar  

.18,54 

1 00 

Half-dollar 

.1854 

Twenty  cents 

.1,860 

20 

Ten  cents  

.1852 

10 

Five  cents  

,1853 

Republic  of  Peru,  half-dollar 

1836 

35 

<<  < < tf 

1859 

40 

Real  

.1827 

10 

Bolivia,  half-dollar  

,1854 

Now  Granada,  2 reabs 

.1842 

“ Dollar 

,1847 

05 

*•  Dollar 

,1848 

05 

“ Real 183 

7,  1847 

8 

“ Half-real  

1852 

4 

Argentine  Repub,.  4 rc.lls 

,1815 

45 

“ “ 4 reals  

,1849 

48 

Costa  Rica,  Heal  

,1849 

12.5 

“ Quarter-real 

,1,848 

3i 

Columbia,  Real  

.1830 

10 

Lima,  quarter-real 

,1855 

3 

Popavan,  quarter-real 

,1850, 

3 

Chilian — Three  nnie  silver  pieces  of'25o.,  12Jo.,  6:Jo. 
Pieces  of  Peruvian  coins  out. 


Two  Japan  coins,  oblong,  Itr.elmo,  4T  cents  each. 


One  Saigon,  value  tO  cents. 


One  Turki.-^h  eoii»,  value  io  eenU, 


One  Chinese  .Sycee,  value  Co  cents. 
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j COPPER  COINS. 

' AMERICAN— 

Cent  of  tlie  State  of  Connecticut,  1787. 

First  is“ue  of  United  States  Cents,  1787.  Two  Wash- 
ington cents,  1783. 

Cent  of  1794,  tlie  second  year  after  the  establi.shnient 
of  tlie  mint.  Cent  of  1798,  and  siieciinens  of  almost 
I every  issue  since  tliat  time. 

Ilalf-ccnts  of  1804,  1851. 

^ Jackson  cents,  1834 — legend,  ‘‘  my  substitute  for  the 
United  States  Bank.” 

Cent,  1837 — legend,  ‘‘Not  one  cent  for  tribute,  mil- 
lions for  defence.” 

Medallion  of  1837. — Inscription,  ‘‘Illustrious  prede- 
cessor, I follow  in  thy  foot-steps.”  Reverse,  ‘‘  Kxentive 
hi.xperiment,”  with  a representation  of  the  Sub  Treasury 
on  the  back  of  a tortoise,  alluding  to  the  removal  of  the 
I treasury  deposits  by  Jackson. 

, Nickel  cents  from  their  first  issue  in  1857. 


ENCEISII  — 


Penny-pieces  of  1795,  and  many  subsequent  dates. 

Half-pennies  of  1 795  1731,  1795,  and  many  others  of 
later  dates. 

Farthings  of  1789,  and  others  of  later  dates. 

Half  Farthing,  1 844. 
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IRISH— 

Penny,  1823. 

Half-penny,  George  I.  1723,  being  one  of  the  “Wood’s 
halfpence.” 

Half-penny,  1792,  180G,  and  many  others  of  later  dates 
Farthing,  180U. 

Prince  of  Wales  penny  of  1812.  During  the  Regency 
.Man.x,  or  Isle  of  .Man.  Farthing,  1839. 

Upper  Canada  Penny,  18.52,  1857. 

Lower  Canada  penny,  1837. 

Xew  Brunswick  Penny,  1843. 

“ “ Half-penny,  1843. 

East  India  Company  Cents  and  Half-cent.s. 

An.stralian  Pennies. 

FREA’CH— 

Double  Tournois,  Henry  IV,  1599. 

Sous,  Louis  XIV,  1654. 

Medallion,  1681.  ! 

Sous,  1799,  and  later  dates. 

Centimes,  Napoleon  I.  and  III. 

OTHER  COINS— 

Russian  Kopeks,  1773,  1842,  1856. 

Prussian  3 Pfenning,  1822. 

“ 2 “ 1851. 

.Austrian  2 Kreutzen,  1848. 
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Austrian  Coin,  1634. 

Norwegian  § Skilling. 

Sardinian  5 Centisiine,  1826. 

Venetian  Coin,  lTt)0. 

Spanish  Cents  and  Half-eents. 

Portugese  20  Reis,  1776. 

“ 10  “ “ 

Dutch  Half  and  Quarter  Stiver. 

Hafavia  Half  Stiver,  1825. 

Dutch  East  Indies  Nederi  India,  1838. 

“ “ Schwaren,  1852. 

Melgian  2 Centimes,  I Centime. 

Creek  Coin,  1838.  Swiss  Canton  of  Zurich  2 rappen. 
Ea.st  India  Piece.  ISrar.ilian  40  Reis  pieces, 
liuenos  .\yres,  2 Reals.  Chili  Out  and  Half-cent. 
Veneznla  Cent,  Me.vican  State.s,  various. 

Republic  of  Hayti,  1 Centime, 1846,  Jap.'inese  Tempo’s 

(Riinese  Coins,  (lash,  The  only  coin  being  used  in 
(.’hina. 

Roman  coin  of  the  Emperor  Trajan,  who  reigned 
from  .\ . I),  08  to  A.  I).  1 1 7. 

Several  other  Rt)man  coins,  with  the  device  perfect, 
but  the  inscription  oblilerajed, 
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Of  the  Ciirly  history  of  coining  in  America,  the  writ- 
er has  taken  Dickeson’s  •‘American  Numismatic  .Man- 
ual for  Ills  authority.  The  prices  of  the  coins  were 
copied  from  Thompson’s  “Coin  Chart  Manual,”  in  a 
careful  manner,  according  to  their  date,  as  South 
American  Coins  differ  in- fineness  in  the  coinage  of  diif- 
crent  year.®.  For  instance,  four  reals  of  the  Argentine 
confederation  of  1815,  is  worth  45  cents,  and  four  reals 
of  the  same  country  of  1843  is  worth  Imt  40  cents  - 
and  even  a greater  difference  exists  between  the  coins 
of  the  same  denomination  of  some  other  of  the  Central 
and  South  American  Republics. 


CONTINENTAL  M( )NE V . 

During  the  war  of  the  revolution,  the  government  re- 
sorted to  the  issue  of  paper  money  to  pay  for  supplies 
necessarj  to  prosecute  the  war.  The  writer  has  one  of 
these  bills  which  reads  thus  ; “Thirty  Dollars— This 
bill  entitles  tlie  bearer  to  receive  thirtv  Spanish  milled 
dollars,  or  the  value  thereof  in  gold  or  silver,  according 

« “ ocT'','k-°o"  at  Philadelphia, 

Sep.  2Gth,  1(  i8.  No.  33804,  signed  II.  Graff.”  Around 
the  border  It  has  the  words  “ United  States  Continental 
Currency. 

The  l.ills  were  never  redeemed  by  the  government, 
and  .consequently  became  worthless.  From  thi'^  cir- 
cumstance  arose  the  adage  so  much  in  use  when  a"  per- 
son wishes  to  designate  anything  as  being  of  no  value, 
says,  It  IS  not  worth  a Contiiieiital  d n.” 


The  writer  has  in  his  collection  some  very  rare  and 
ancient  (]oins,  the  recent  history  of  whicli  is  quite  in- 
teresting. Tlicy  were  in  the  possession  of  a Danish 
iiohlcinun,  who  plaeed  them  on  exhibition  in  the  lioyal 
■Mnseuin  of  Denmark,  wlience  he  witlidrew  them  wlien 
al)out  to  travel.  In  his  wanderings  ho  met  Mr.  M. 
Otis  Roberts,  of  this  City,  who  was  then  in  China,  and 
to  him  he  disposed  of  the  coins.  The  writer  purchased  j 
them  from  Mr.  Rolierts,  and  he  herewith  gives  a con- 
densed history  of  each. 

ONB  COIN. 

COLONIA  NIRNAUSU8  (lAI.LlA.— (about  A.D.  -JO.) 

This  money  is  from  the  time  when  the  Kmperor  of  i 
Rome  ruled  in  (lalla,  as  well  as  in  Rritania.  Tlie  e.x-  j 
act  date  cannot  be  given. 

ONH  tHIIN.  I 

AbliXANDKR  SKVKA.— (A.D.  2:59  to  245.) 

Alexander  Seven,  a cousin  of  Antonio  lleleogaliulus, 
was  a friend  of  the  (Miristians.  He  was  murdered  by 
Thracer  .Maximinius,  in  .Mains,  (Jerinany. 

TWO  COINS. 

TRA.TAX  & HADRIAN— 98  to  117—117  to  138,  A.D. 

Ulipus  'Trajanus  was  a good  monarch,  lie  followwl  J 
Cosessu.s  Nerva  ns  Kmperor,  and  was  culled  the  “Rest.”  ' 
He  built  in  Rome  temiiles,  triumph  bowers,  a new  bible-  I 
otek,  and  a new  forum.  ! 

Iludnaii  was  a very  peaceable  man.  He  built  the  Ha-  | 
(Irian  wall  in  Ilritannia.  His  monument  stands  in  An-  ‘ 
glcsburg,  Rome.  j 
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ONE  COIN. 

JUIJA  MAMEA-ROMA— 235  to  222— B.  C. 

This  Empress  was  the  mother  of  Alexander  Serverus, 
who  reigned  from  235  to  222  B.  C.  In  his  reign  the  Per- 
sian Empire  was  formed. 

ONE  COIN. 

OTTO  1-936  to  973,  A.  D. 

Otto,  the  first  King  of  Saxonia,  son  of  Henrick  I.  In 
the  year  962  he  was  made  Emperor  of  Germany. 

ONE  COIN. 

LOUIS  11—1346  to  1384 — I'rance. 

ONE  COIN. 

PHILIP  OF  MACEDONIA— 361  to  336,  B.  C. 
Philip  of  Macedonia  was  father  of  Alexander  the  CJteat. 
In  his  time  lived  Socrates  and  Demosthenes. 

TWO  COINS. 

CARACALLA  AND  GRATTAN- 211  to  217—217  to 
239— A.  D. 

Bassiamus  Antonins  Caracalla  was  a very  bad  Emperor. 
He  killed  his  brother  Getha  in  his  mother’s  arms.  He 
also  killed  his  teacher,  Papianus. 

Gratian  followed  Caracalla  as  Emperor.  He  was  a bad 
man,  and  hated  the  Christians.  He  reeeived  the  name  of 
the  second  Nero. 

ONE  COIN. 

CHRISTIAN  IV— 1645— Denmark. 


4 


